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ter into the thoughts, of those to whom this Western world was unfold- 
ing fresh marvels and mysteries day by day, exciting ever-new amaze- 
ment, and tasking the capacities of language in describing experiences 
stranger than the dreams of an earlier generation. 



21. — History and Analysis of the Constitution of the United States, 
with a full Account of the Confederations which preceded it ; of the 
Debates and Acts of the Convention which formed it ; of the Judi- 
cial Decisions which have construed it ; with Papers and Tables illus- 
trative of the Action of the Government and People under it. By 
Nathan eel C. Towle, Counsellor at Law, Washington, D. C. 
Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1860. 12mo. pp.444. 

In his admirably worded title-page Mr. Towle gives us the measure 
by which to test his work, which contains in the simplest form, in an 
arrangement well adapted for reference, and with a full index, precisely 
what the author promises. In the body of the work the Constitution 
is divided into clauses, and under each clause are given whatever of 
antecedent history belonged to it, an abridged history of the alterna- 
tives or substitutes for it proposed in Convention, and a list of the judi- 
cial decisions by which its construction has been determined or modi- 
fied. This analysis is followed by a compilation of such documents 
and historical notices as were requisite to complete the author's plan. 
The book has the precision of a strictly legal work. It is not a popu- 
lar treatise, but a book designed for permanent reference and use ; 
Heaven grant that it continue to be of current use, and not the memo- 
rial of a Union shipwrecked and shattered ! The author deserves the 
thanks of the American public for the thorough execution of his self- 
imposed task, as felicitous in its design as it is successful in its per- 
formance. 

22. — General Problems from the Orthographic Projections of Descrip- 
tive Geometry ; with their Applications to Oblique — including Iso- 
metrical — Projections, Graphical Constructions in Spherical Trigo- 
nometry, Topographical Projection {"■One Plane Descriptive"), and 
Graphic Transformations. By S. Edward Warren, C. E., Pro- 
fessor of Descriptive Geometry and Geometrical Drawing in the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y. New York: John 
Wiley. 1860. 8vo. pp. 412. Plates 35. 

This work can hardly be analyzed in detail in a literary journal, 
and, if it could be, we might distrust our own competency to the task. 
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It may therefore be sufficient to say, that Mr. Warren's treatise prof- 
fers strong claims on the mathematical student for its philosophical 
arrangement, the lucidness of its definitions, demonstrations, and solu- 
tions, and the thoroughness with which it covers the entire ground des- 
ignated on its title-page. 



23. — 1 . First Greek Book ; comprising an Outline of the Forms and 
Inflections of the Language, a Complete Analytical Syntax, and an 
Introductory Greek Reader. With Notes and Vocabularies. By Al- 
bert Harkness, Ph. D., Professor of Greek in Brown University, 
Author of " Arnold's First Latin Book," " A Second Latin Book," 
etc. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1861. 12mo. pp.276. 

2. A Handbook of Exercises and Reading Lessons for Beginners in 
Latin, progressively illustrated by Grammatical References. By 
James Morris Whiton, Rector of the Hopkins Grammar School 
in New Haven. Boston : James Munroe & Co. 1860. 12mo. 
pp. 244. 

Professor Harkness's First Greek Book is the most compre- 
hensive text-book we have ever seen. Its brevity is not the result of 
imperfection or obscurity, but of perfect precision and method. It 
demands for its profitable use a skilful and painstaking teacher, and 
none else should be intrusted with a pupil in Greek. The definitions 
are remarkable for their brevity and explicitness. The paradigms are 
arranged with an eye equally to the economy of space and the easy 
comprehension of the learner. Exercises for the translation of Greek 
into English, and of English into Greek, occur at brief intervals. A 
series of " Greek Selections," with explanatory notes, is appended to 
the Grammar. We are glad to find among these extracts a selection 
from the 2xoXa<mieoi of Hierocles, which we studied in our boyhood in 
the old Grseca Minora, and have not seen since. A Greek and Eng- 
lish and an English and Greek Vocabulary, sufficient for the exercises 
in the body of the work, complete the volume. We cannot doubt that 
this First Book will be received with general favor ; and we believe 
that it will greatly facilitate the process of elementary education in 
Greek, and will at the same time render it more thorough. 

Mr. Whiton's book consists first of progressive exercises for the 
translation of Latin into English and of English into Latin, arranged 
with reference to Andrews and Stoddard's Grammar, and then of a 
series of reading lessons. These are followed by notes on the exer- 
cises and lessons, and by a Latin and English and an English and Latin 
Vocabulary, the former of which is remarkably full in its description of 



